
DEBATE IN THE SENATi

Monday, February 25, 1850.
Mr BENTON. I wish to ask the attention of the Senate

to a circumstance ao unusual to me, that I believe it is the
first time I have found occasion to make such an appeal to
the Senate for the thirty years during which I have been a

member of this boJy. I was not in my place on Thursday
las', when the debate look place in which I was referred to by
the Senator from Alabama, now in bis seat, (Mr. Clemehs.)
I have seen in the papers what appears to be a revised report
of what was said upon that occasion, and which I shall read
to the Senate:

"Mr. C lexers. The motion of the Senator from Mis-
. souri, (Mr. Bestow,) and the first of the series of resolu-
* lions presented not long since by the Senator from Kentucky,
. (Mr Clay,) are in substance the same. I shall consider
4 and treat them as identical. They seem to be so regarded by
« the Senator from Kentucky himself, though his speech at
4 one time certainly lelt a different impression on my mind. I
* suppose I did not understand him rightly. Be that, how-
4 ever, as it may, there is now entire concord of opinion and
4 action between himself and the Senator lrom Missouri. A
4 concord which is by no means the least significant of the
4 portents by which we are surround d. I have reaJ indeed
4 that a time was coming when the lion and the lamb should
4 lie down together, but I did not expect to witness any thing
4 approaching that happy state in. my day. All incredulity,
4 however, is now at an end, and I am prepared to believe in
4 any miracle, and tieat with grave consideration any pro-
4 phecy. When Thomas H. Benton and Henry Clay, 4 the
* great expunger' and 4 the great embodiment) are found
4 holding sweet converse with each other, forgetting the ani-
4 mosities of thirty years, and lovingly pulling side by side in
4 the same team, there can be nothing so wild and fanciful as
4 to defy belief. * * **,*4,Mr. Clat. Sir, it is not my purpose to enter into an
4 elaborate reply to the argument of the eloquent gentleman
4 from Alabama.a Senator who, I am in hopes, will add
4 honor to this boJy by the talent and ability which he has
4 brought into it. But, sir, it seemed to me that there were
4 two or three observations made by that Senator which de-
4. mand from me some short notice. And the first is an allusion |4 to an intercourse between a Senator who is not now in his
4 seat.the Senator from Missouri.and myself, in which the
4 gentleman remarked that the lion and the lamb had got to-
4 gether. I do not know to which of theae quadrupeds he
4 assigned me ; I should make a very poor lamb I am afraid,
4 and I am very far from being ambitious of claiming the
4 prowess of the lion.

44 Mr. Clkneks. I meant, of course, that the Senator
4 from Kentucky was the lion I meant simj ly to express, by
4 this figure, that they who had always heretofore been the an-
. tipodes of each other, had now met together upon this ques-
4 tion, and therefore that the South was menaced with
4 danger."
Mr. BENTON, (continuing.) Now, Mr. President, with

all the decorum which is due to this body
Mr. CLEMENS. Will the Senator give way for a mo¬

ment for an explanation ?
Mr. BENTON, certainly. I hope it will be unnecessary

for me to say any thing more.

Mr. CLEMENS. The Senator has assumed what is not
the fact. He has assumed that what he has read is a corrected
report of what I said. I never saw the report of that remark
in reply to Mr. Cut until after it was published. If I had
done so, I think I shou'd probably have exprefsed the same idea,
but in different language. I would not have said that "there¬
fore the South was in danger," but I would have explained
that that combination between the Senator from Missouri ar d
the Senatu from Kentucky made it almost certain that Cali¬
fornia would be admitted, which I regarded as a great danger
to the South. With this explanation, I am ready to hear al¬
most any thing which the Senator from Missouri has to say.

Mr. BENTON. I am greatly relieved by the explanation.
I had hoped that the honorable Senator would relieve me from
the necessity of saying any thing further. He has not re¬
vised the report of the part of hie speech to which I specially
except, and I understand him now to say that he regards the
Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Cut) and myself to be of
accord in wishing to bring California into the Union, and that
he would consider the admission of California as menacing
danger to the South. I believe that takes away the necessity
of my adding any thing further, and, happy to have an op-
portunity of catching at any thing that will save me the necessity
of making a denial on this floor, I accept what the gentleman
says.

TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENTS.
The VICE PRESIDENT. The next business in order is

the resolution of the Senator from Mississippi in relation to
the establishment of Territorial Governments for California,
Deseret, and New Mexico.

Mr. FOOTE. I move that that resolution be taken up for
the purpose of being referred to a committee of thirteen.six
of whom to be selected from the slave States and six from the
free States, and or.e to be chosen by these twelve.with in¬
structions to take upon themselves the duty of endeavoring to

procure a compromise embracing all the questions now arising
out of the institution of slavery.
The motion was agreed to, and the question was stated to

be on the motion to refer it to a committee of thirteen.
Mr. TURNEY. Mr. President, it is not my purpose to

say a word in favor of the adoption of the motion before the
Senate. My principal object in rising is to correct a misrep¬
resentation of the proceedings of the Legislature of Tennessee,
connected wi|fc this subject. I think it due to the State which
I in part represent that the correction should be made. I
find in the Intelligencer of Saturday msrning the following
article, which I will ask the Secretary to read.
TheSECRKTART read the article.
Mr. TURNEY. There are various errors in this account

of the resolutions given in the Intelligencer. In the first place,
sir, it is not true that any such article as this was ever pub¬
lished in the Nashville Union. The editor of the Intelligen¬
cer has mistaken the paper from which he made the extract.
I have before me the Nashville Union, which advocates the
Southern Convention as strongly as any. paper, I believe, in
any of the Southern States. I do not charge that this is an
intentional mistake on the part of the editors of the Intelli¬
gencer. I know not how they fell into this error. They, I
doubt not, can explain it, and their explanation will accom¬

pany the remarks which I make in relation to it. I make no

charge whatever of any intentional misstatement on their part.
Again, Mr. President, this article does not give the resolu¬

tions as adopted by the Legislature of Tennessee. The last
resolution is a correct copy, as far as it goes, but it leaves out
the most important and material part of tbe resolution, and is,
therefore, calculated to make a false impression on the public
mind as to the position assumed by the Legislature of that
State. I will read that portion of the resolution which is left
Out by the Intelligencer. It is as follows :

44 And that the only manner by which the Union can be pre¬
served in its original purity, so as to secure to the several
States their constitutional rights, is bv resisting, at all hazard*
and to the Uut extremity, any and all attempts to violate the
spirit and intent ot the provisions," [of the constitution.]

This part of the resolution, the most important and mate¬
rial portion ofi', adopted by the Legislature of Tennessee, is
entirely left out by the Intelligencer. IJdo not charge the edi¬
tor of that paper with garbling the resolution. Doubtless he
has copied it from some other paper; but certain it is, that it
was not taken from the Nashville Union.

Again this account is false. It says that the Legislature
of Tennessee not only fa led to appoint delegates to the Con¬
vention, but that they condemned the holding of this Conven¬
tion, the motives and objects of those who have moved in it,
and who were its patrons. This, sir, is equally untrue. Pal¬
pably false in rela'ion to one portion of the Legislature, and,
I should say, equally false a< to the other.I mean the two
great parties into which the country is divided.
The history of tbe proceedings on this subject in the Leg s-

lature of Tennessee is th>s : The Democrats had a majority
in the Hous*, the Whigs had a majority in the Senate. Re¬
solutions were introduced into the House, the same as or sub¬
stantially copies of the resolutions passed by the Legislature
of Mississippi, with tbe exception of a resolution taking broad
and etro"g ground against the admis>ion of California, and
placing it, I believe, on the same footing as the attachment of
the Wilmot provisa to territorial bills. These resolutions passed
the House, and also a resolution providing for the appointment
of delega'es to the Southern Convention, to be holden at Nash¬
ville. Theae resolutions all passed the Houte, I believe, by
a party vote.
A Skkator. By a party vote ?
Mr. TURNEY. By a party vote, I believe. The Whigs,

however, offered resolutions, some of which I have read. And
in relation to the question of seeding delegates to the Con¬
vention, the Whig party to>k this ground : first, that they
deemed it proper that the people themselves should determine
whether they would choose to be represented in that Conven¬
tion \ and, secondly, if tbey chose to be so represented, that
they should elect ihe delegates to tbe Convention. Therefore
it is that it seems that the charge contained in this paper-
copied, I doubt not, from some other paper.is palpably false
in relation to both political parties in the State of Tennessee;
that neither party repudiated, censured, or condemned ihe
Southern Convention to-be held at Nashville. One of the
parties advocated it, and thought the Legislature was the | ro¬

per body to app int delegates to i*, and pasred a resolution to
that effect. It pos'eJ in the Hou*e, that party having a ma¬

jority in that branch of the Legislature. The other party
having a maj. r ty in the other Hou»e, the question was de¬
cided thit it would bs more proper and expedient to leave the
matter t> the people themselves.

While I sm up, I will add one word further. \\ hy does
<he National Intelligencer select these one-sided statements
coming f om the South, and publish them all in its columns }

I have no doubt that the editors of that paper denre to pre¬
serve the Union. We can neither see nor hear of any tbi> g
else in the columns of their paper. But, sir, as to the man¬
ner arid roo.Je of preserving it. Can it be pr»*»rvp,| by such
a course of poLcy ' Can it be preserved by this one siJed

coarse in opposing the South, and in assuming that the only
possible mode of preserving the Union is by carrying out the
designs and wishes of the Northern fanatics ? The submis-
"ion. of the Southern people tteems to be the only possible
mode, in the estimation of the editors of this paper, by which
the Union can be preserved.

Mr. President, the people of Tennessee value this Union
as sincerely and as dearly as the editors of the National In¬
telligencer, and yet they will stand by the resolutions which
they passed. They confirm the declaration that the only pos¬
sible mode of preserving it is to defend and protect the con¬

stitution which guaranties and creates the Union itself ; with¬
out which there will be no Union. They will, therefore, re¬

sist at all hazards and to every extremity any encroachments
upon their rights or their honor.their rights as equals, or

their rights of property. This is the onty mode by which it
can be preserved, and it seems to me that the editors of this
paper, whose sole object is to preserve the Union, should not
be so one-sided in all their extracts. Sir, it leaves but one

impression on my mind.that as much as they love the Union,
they are willing to place it in jeopardy by carrying out these
measures. The Legislatures of the Southern States, I be¬
lieve, have discovered a sufficient cause of resistance, and if
they have foreshadowed a dissolution of the Union, it cannot
have been done without apparent cause. If the ed.tore of the
Intelligencer are for the Union, they are lor it according to
the wishes of the Northern people; they will jeopard and
sacrifice it rather than fail to carry into effect the views of the
Northern men who have created this immense excitement.
Sir, let those who desire to ptesetve this Union make one or

two appeals to their Northern friends, and not confine them
entirely to the South. Does the editors of the Intelligencer
suppose there is no patriotism in the North ' I, for one,
cannot agree with him if they do; but that, if they have to
make a sacrifice, they will be willing to make an equal sacri¬
fice with the Southern States. They do possess patriotism ;

and if the Ihtelligencer were to appeal a little to them, and
ask them to stay their hands.to cease their aggressions upon
the South, they would be perhaps as likely to preserve the
Union by this mode as they would by the mode which they
have seen proper to adopt.

Mr. DOWNS. Will the honorable Senator from Ten¬
nessee allow me to ask him a question f It has been stated
in many of the papers that the people, or the municipal au¬

thorities, I cannot tell which, have interfered to prevent the
assembling of tbis Convention at Nashville. I should be glad
to hear if the honorable Senator has any information on that
subject { and if he has, I hope he will be kind enough to fur¬
nish it to the Senate. And as something has been said also
about Gen. Armstrong being opposed to the Convention and
being willing to use Gen. Jackson's sword to disperse it, will
the honorable Sei.ator give us any information he may pos¬
sess oothat point >

Mr. TURNEi. Mr. President, my information from
Tennessee is that the people are anxious that the Convention
should sit there, and they will afford them every possible fa¬
cility. I hope and believe that they will have delegates to sit
with them, and that these rumors referred to by the Senator
from Louisiana (Mr. Downs) in relation to tho declaration
ol Gen. Armstrong are false. I had a conversation with Gen.
Armstrong on Sunday morning in relation to the misrepresen¬
tations about the resolutions passed by the Legislature of Ten¬
nessee, and in relation to what steps should now be taken, in¬
asmuch as no provision has been made for the appointment of
delegates. Gen. Armstrong is in favor of the Siate sending
delegates to this Convention, and he told me he would exert
his influence amongst his friends in the State to induce them
to call a State Convention and appoint delegates. I, there¬
fore, feel authorized to state that the rumor in relation to Gen.
Armstrong is untrue and has no foundation ia fact.

Mr. FOOTE. I rise to my that I will not now press the
motion 1 have introduced, as the hour for proceeding to the
orders of the day has arrived. I move that the subject now

lie on the tub.'e.
Mr. HALE. I wish simply to ask, what is the state of the

jurstion now ?
Mr. FOOTE. I wish it to be passed by informally.
The \ ICE PRESIDENT. The resolution was taken up

ind a motion made by the honorable Senator from Mississippi
lo refer it to a select committee of thirteen. It is now pro¬
posed to pass by that motion informally.

Mr. HALE. I was absent from my seat just nqw, and did
not hear the Senator from Mis itsippi (Mr. Foote) make his
motim. I had given no ice tl at wh'n the resolution came

up I should offer an amendment to it, in order that it might be
referred to the same comm ittee a",d at the same time. I hope
the honorable. Senator will w:;hdraw the motion for a moment
to allow me 'o submit the amendment. I do not want to dis¬
cuss it, hut ha*e an opportunity cf voting upon it.

Mr. FvJO'iE. I have no objection.
Mr. HALE. The motion to pass by informally being with¬

drawn, I otier the following amendmeut:
" Securing to.the inhabitants rt tlios* Territories all the

privileges and liberies secured to the iohobitams oCthe North¬
west Territory by the ordinance ol July 13, 17X7."

I now renew tb^ mo ion to pa*s by tbis subject informally.
The mouon was agreed tc.

THE COMPROMISE.
The Senate resumed the consideration of the resolutions

some time since offered by Mr. Cut.
Mr. MILLER resumed and concluded the speech which he

commenced on Thursday last.
Mr. RUSK. As there is a special order for to-morrow, I

will move that these resolutions be postponed until Wed¬
nesday. The motion was agreed to.

SELECT COMMITTEE TO PREPARE A COMPROMISE.
Mr. FOOTE. I now ask permission, sir, to renew the

motion which I made this morning for the appointment of a

committee of thirteen, with certain instructions, for the pur¬
pose of maturing a scheme of compromise for the adjustment
of all pending questions growing out of the subject of slavery.
will state that the resolution which I have presented for this

purpose has been carefully drawn ; and that it will not interfere
m the least degree with the propositions that have been or

may be submitted by any other gentleman. If this resolution
be adopted and the question referred, the resolutions of the
Senator from Kentucky will still be before the Senate, and
the motion of the Senator from Missouri to refer the Presi¬
dent's message in relation to the admission of California to
the Committee on Territories, will also be before the Senate
for consideration. My object is not to interfere with debate,
but to let it go on, and in the mean time I hope the commit¬
tee will be accorded by the Senate. I have an abiding, an
entire confidence that the thirteen gentlemen selected to serve

upon that committee will arrange some scheme for the per¬
manent adjustment of those questions that now agitate the
country. For, sir, if this be not speedily done, much more
serious consequences than those which we have yet realized
will inevitably ensue. I do hope that, under the circum¬
stances, honorable Senators, if they have not very good reasons
for voting against my resolution, will sustain it.

J»r*How will this committee be constituted *

Mr. FOOTE. The motion is to select by ballot six Sen¬
ators from the slaveholding and six from the free States; and
the thirteenth member to be chosen by the twelve thus elect¬
edI; and the duty of the committee is prercribed in the paper
which I have submitted to the Senate. . I

Mr. BADGER. Will the Senator modify his resolution
so that this may be clearly expressed ?

Ur' £?2.vTCerainly' sir» 1 ha"e no Ejection to do so.
Mr. DAYTON. I desire to state, whjt will be in the

memory doubtless of the Senator from Mississippi, and other
members of this body, that the Senator from New Hampshire
has offered an amendment to his resolution ; and, if my recol¬
lection of that amendment ba correct, it brings up the whole
question that is now undergoing discussion. The resolution,
together with the amendment, presents the very questions
that are now m the course of general di,cussion ; and I sup¬
pose, before we can vote upon the main proposition submitted
m the resolution of the Senator from Mississippi, we shall be
compelled to vote upon the amendment that has been offered
by the Senator from New Hampshire.

Mr. FOOTE. Where is the Senator from New Hamp¬
shire I warned him this morning that I was going to make
this motion, as soon a* the Senator from New Jersey had
finished his speech. I have no objection that the 8enator
from New Hampshire shall offer his amendment, but I wish
the initter referred as speedily as possible. Besides, sir, why
a resolution involving the Wilmot proviso should be referred,
I cannot understand. That would certainly involve no ques¬
tion of compromise. I have no objection, however, to allow
the Senator from New Hampshire to move his amendment,
if it be deemed expedient; but my object is to take up
the resolution and have the committee appointed.

Mr. BUTLER. It is not for any purpose of creatine diffi.

CUTh°PR?SwSnten therai8i,lg of tbUcommittee.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. I would remind the Sen-

ator that the qUMtion ii upon taking up the resolution.
Mr. BUTLER. That, I unders'and, brings up the who'e

quest,on for discussion ;>wever, I hope it may be taken up
I he question then being put upon taking up the resolution

for consideration, it was agreed to.

MsL B.UTrLER« 1 8ha" opP°*fl the coar,"> indicated by
the Senator from Mississippi very deci ledly. If these various
su jeets in dispute arc to go to one committee, they oujht
not to go, in my opinion, to such a committee until af.er a fuil
discussion shall hare been had here.

Mr. WEBSTER Certainly.
Mr. BUTLER. My friend from Texas is desirous of

presenting his views wiih reference to the boundary of Texas
as well as to the subject generally; and there are many oth-r

£ontl*men who desire to exprrss their views. I have not
heard the opinions of those gentlemen, nor will the committee
have hearJ them, if it is now raised. Many gen lemen of
able minds in this body have not yet expressed their views,
and the better way, it appears to me, would !>« to let <he dis¬
cussion go on in the 8enate to its final conclusion before we
submit the matter to a subordinate co-nmittee, who will have
only such jurisdiction as we give to them; in other words, I
think we ah uld not submit the case to the jury before the ar-

gument is gone through with. I objected to it the other day,
and still object. What this committee will'do, I am not able
to say. They may bring forward a proposition that will
contain the elements of a compr mis*.but who are to com-

p >ee that committee * For one, I d j not know; I should be

willing, however, to trust the committee ultimately, when the
subject* now in controversy have been fully and freely dis-
cusaed; and especially after we have had an opportunity of
hearing the sugges ions of all those gentlemen whose opinions
are entitled to reapect. I do not know but that the commit¬
tee may be a very intelligent committee and wr capablei of
bringing forward a compromise that will be saUsfactory, but
I cannot suppose that they wiWbe as well qualified to act be¬
fore.aa they would be after they hud heard all the sugges-
tive remarks that may be made by Senator, here orai leaat
bv those who choose to offer remarks. Here will be a dia-
cusaion going on upon the resolutions of the Senator from
Kentucky; here will k ¦ discussiongoingon upon the mo¬
tion of the Senator from -Missouri; they will be reserved to
the Senate while this committee will have it within its power
to report a bill, which might not be reported if the com¬

mittee had first listened to the discussions that were taking
place here ; if they bad first consulted the opinions of those
whose views it must be supposed are entitled to respect ; if
they had paid some attention to remarks made outside ot the
committee The coromittce will doubtless meet and confer
together with closed doors, and it is to be supposed, if the sub¬
ject be now referred, that they will take their own course in-

depend>>ntly af any suggestions that are made here.
I think the course pointed out by the Senator xrom Missis¬

sippi is.and I say so sincerely-very unfavorable to the tina
and honorable adjustment of this question. I say, and I
say it seriously, that the movement made by the Senator fiom
Kentucky is the most unfortunate movement that has been
made yet. He came in too soon with bis proposition, *ir,
I must be permitted to say that there is a disposition prevalent
to bring it in too soon. Many other gentlemen have proposi¬
tions for an adjustment.I do not use the word compromise.
and I am willing to listen to their suggestions. I am very
unwilling, however, to take any portion of this subject and
commit it to any one committee. Aa aoon aa the discussion
is ended, I will acquiesce in the reference ; but a premature
reference I should considei a very unfortunate course.

Mr. FOOTE. I regret to differ from my friend fiom South
Carolina, but I do so decidedly and deliberately. L think I
have very good reasons for differing with him, and such as I
hope he will consider satisfactory. 8ir, aa I stated before, the
resolution is so drawn up as not in the least degree to inter¬
fere with the resolutions offered by other gentlemen, and not
in the least to interfere with the course of debate in this cham¬
ber. I did not expect.and I am sure that my honorable
friend from South Carolina hardly expected.that the subject
could be acted upon by the committee as soon as within the
next four days. 1 should hope, however, that a report would
be made by Saturday next; for, so help me Heaven, if no¬

thing be done belore Saturday, during the next week occur¬

rences will take place of a nature to which I will not do more

than allude. I believe, sir, toat during this week ihese ques¬
tions must be compromised, or no compromise will bo piacti-
cable. I bave good reasons, sir, for what I state. I know
the facts. I have looked into the matter. I have conversed
with members of both Houses of Congress; and I state, upon
my honor, that unless we do something during the present
week. I entertain not the least doubt that this subject wid leave
our jurisdiction, and leave it forever.

Sir, I am no alarmist; but I am in the hibit of declaring
myself more freely, perhaps, than my friend from South Ca¬
rolina. I know that I express in this sta'onent the opinion
of a large portion of the members of both Houses of Con¬
gress. I did not originate this movement entirely of my
own volition ; but I did it after seriouJ consultation with
some of the wisest and ablest men in either Home of Congress;
some of the sages of this republic. Is it supposed that I wish
to interfere with the Senator from Texas.th« Senator from
Massachusetts, whom some of us desire mo»t earnestly to
hear. Is it supposed that I wish to interfere and prevent
them from addressing the Senate on this queston, or to pre¬
vent the honorable Senator from South Carolina, whose
speech we hope to hear read in the Senate next i hureday '

But if we raise this committee, and if it be c»mposed, as I
hope it will be.always excluding myself, for 1 feel no desire
to be a member of it; on the contrary, I feel dciiedly averse to
being uponMt; of the ablest and most discreet and most pat¬
riotic men in this body, those thirteen membets of the com¬
mittee thus organized will deem it their duty, I *iave nO doubt,
to be present when an important debate like this is going
on ; nay, it will be doubtless in accordance witii their inclina¬
tion to be present.

Mr. BERRIEN. Will the honorable Senator allow the
resolution to be read for the purpose of enabling us the better
to understand his remarks ?

Mr. FOOTE. Certainly.
The Secretary then read the resolution to appoint and in¬

struct a select committee as follows :

"To refer to a select committee of six menbers from the
North, and six members from the South, and one member to
be by them chosen, with instructions to exert themselves tor
the purpose of maturing a scheme of compromise for the ad¬
justment of all the pending questions growing out ot the insti¬
tution of slaver}-, and to report by bill or otherwise."

Mr. FOOTE. Is my friend satisfied ? Now, this is my
view of the subject. I perfectly concur with the Senator from
South Carolina that the resolutions of the Senator from Ken
tu ky, being of the character they are, were most inoppor¬tunely presented to us; and I have a much more decided im-
prowion in r»gard to the dibate that has occurred.a sort of
debate that I think was almost inevitable, coming as the re-
solutions did from such a high quarter. Sir, every day that
we have sat here.deliberating aa we cail it.agitating the
question of slavery in this hall, we have placed the Lnion in
still greater peril. It is possible, in my opinion, to dissolve
this Union by agitation within the halls of Congress. I am
unwilling, therefore, that this debate should progress under
existing circumstances. If we can have a practical plunof
adjustment presented, or even if we can have a prosprctive
plan presented, that simple fact, in my judgment, will tend
to calm the .excitement that prevails here and elsewhere
throughout the Union ; and when some scheme, judicious in
its character, shall be presented to us and adopted here, and
ca'ried into the House of Representatives, I cannot doubt it
will there be ratified, and that it will tend to put an end for¬
ever fo the controversy which now so seriously endangers this
Union. I believe the remedy to which I have referred is the
only remedy ; for, sir, if we continue to discuss these abstract
resolutions all the week, we will find at the end of the
week that we have done nothing except to increase still
more the excitement which prevails in this body, and to
engender in a still greater degree the spirit of hostility
which is now existing in both Housea of Congress.
In my opinion, we would find it wholly impoasible at the
end of the week to obtain any adjustment of the prevailing
difficulties. Believing this to be the case, and being a sincere
lover of the Union.having no especial confidence in my own

judgment, but very great confidence in the judgment of those
with whom I have consulted, and for whom I entertain a very
high respect.I feel bound to persavere in the motion that I
have made. If it be voted down, let gentlemen take the re¬

sponsibility. Sir, here in the Senate, when a public discus¬
sion is going on upon an exciting quea'ion, when honorable
Senators feel authorized to declaim fiercely or either side in
such a manner as necessarily to awaken feelings of a charac¬
ter endangering the safety of the republic, it is unreasonable
to expect that a spirit of compromise will spring up in our

midst; but, sir, send thirteen of the more discreet members
of this body into a private room, there to confer with each
other calmly and coolly, in the absence of all excitement, in
the absence of every cause of irritation, and it will result, 1
believe, in their agreeing upou some plan of compromise that
will settle this question forever.

Honorable Senators may dispose of this motion as thpy
please; the responsibility of its rejection, if they reject it,
will rest wi'h them. I am decidedly disposed to press the
moti"n, though I cannot now argue it so forcibly as I would
have been glad to do.

Mr. BUTLER. I have no wish to protract this debate. I
think the Senate will bear me witness that I have shown no

disposition to introduce into our discussions any element of
an inflammatory nature. I have long since come to the con-
clusii n that it has an evil tendency, and I am still less inclined
to do it now, as we seem to be approaching acri*ie of a solemn
and portentous character ; for it cannot be otherwise than
highly unfavorable to a deliberate and final settlement of the
question. If it were at a distance I could afford to indulge
some a hat in the temper of the times, but I think the time is
past when declamation, inflammatory declamation especially,
should be allowed; and I am not one of those who think that
these long-protracted speeches are going to have much effcct
in the settlement of the question. I should like to see the
Senate converted into a conservative body. Whatever may
be the result of this controversy, let us remain personally upon
go*l terms. If the great calamity which has been indicated
should come about, I should wish to part without having any
unkind personal feeling with any member with whom I have
been connec'ed. I have no feeling of the kind. I know
there have f>een *ery free imputations made upon some mem¬
bers of this body, especially on some gentlemen from the
South, but I have made up my mind, thoroughly made up
my mind, and when that ia done it is unnecessary to indulge
in any declamation one way or the other. I shall yield to no

compromise that does not rest on a basis recognising, in my
opinion, 'he equality of the Statea.

Mr. FOOTE. Will the honorable Senator allow me to
say that if the plan proposed by the committee should be by
them unanimously adopted, he will not be bound to vote for
it; although I am satisfied, from some little knowledge which
I posxrss of the feelings of the members of this body, that
no plan of adjustment will be brought in by any ommittee
that is not fair and honorable on its face.fair and equal in
reference to both sections of the Confederacy. If the com¬
mittee could not agree upon some such plan as that, they
would make no report at all. If they should devise such a

plsn, who would not rejoice to see it ' And if it were not
in such a shape that we might adopt it, at least it might be
presented for our modification. Would it not be better to
htve some definite plan before us, especially when we con¬
sider that at present all we have to deal with is abstract re¬
solutions, leading to wild, stormy, and almost unlimited de¬
bate upon topics which are in the highest degree calculated
to excite and distract the country * I believe that if -uet» a
plan were sibi.itted to us, gentlemen would co-wider it
cai.-n'y, and tta*. it would have a great tendency to au*> «(*

citement. I think, too, that the hope of the adjustment of
til theae distracting question* would allay excitement in the
other end of the Capitol. I know tbi* to be the opinion of
many of the best men in the other Houae, without regard to
party feeling*. They have aaeured me that, if we could do
any thing here towards arranging theae difficulties that would
not trench upon the righta and the honor of the South.
any thing that would protect the character of the South in
the adoption of a plan marked with equality, with brotherly
kindness.if I may use such a term as that.if any such
plan should be adopted heie, tnd sent to the House of Rep¬
resentatives for adoption there, good might result from it; for
I must say, Mr. President, that I have learned.at least such
is the opinion of friends of mine.that by a large majority of
the people of thia country, the Union is believed to be in the
most imminent danger; and every body seems solicitous, if
possible, upon any honorable pretext that may be offered, to
aid in saving it from the ruin which is now impending.

Sir, the present opportunity is a favorable one in other re¬

spects. We learn that only the other day.last Saturday, I
believe.a large meeting was held in Philadelphia, at which
fanaticism was rebuked, great principles nobly asserted ; at
which the true spirit of Americanism displayed itself so glo¬
riously as must necessarily have established in the hearts of
all, that love for our Union which perhaps was growing very
faint in the breasts of some portions of the community.
I do think the present occasion is the most favorable, the
present time the mo6t opportune of any that can possibly be
selected, for raising this committee, and if it could be raised
now, and could have the advantage of hearing all these able
speeches, they would be enabled by Saturday next to report a

plan. The gentleman from South Carolina may shake hia
head, but I know what I say; let gentlemen take the responsi¬
bility of voting down the proposition if they please. I be¬
lieve they would report a plan with which I would be satisfied,
and I would never give up a hair's breadth of the rights,
nor do any thing to compromise the honor of the South.
That committee should be composed, not of ultraists, not
"f prejudiced men, net of fanatics, but it should be formed of
the wise men of this body ; patriotic men.men who dare to
meet taction, and put it down ; who dare to risk themselves
before the country in behalf ok-the Union. I would risk my
life on their being able to report a plan which the wh >le Se¬
nate would be willing to ratify. Gentlemen do not seem to
comprehend the difference between the action of individuals
here and thirteen Senators acting in a committee-room. Each
one then would feel himself sustained by twelve others. In
any proposition of adjustment which might be recommended,
these thirteen men of high character, weight, and influence,
from every part of the republic, would be able to sustain them¬
selves against the efforts of all factions to put them down.
This they would feel, and upon that feeling they would act
with becoming firmness; and that plan, thus supported, thus
backed by high character, would meet with proper respect
here, and in the House of Representatives, and throughout
the republic, and we should be saved from those evils to
which, as a nation, we are, in my opinion, speedily ap¬
proaching.

Mr. CLEMENS. How does the Senator propose that
the committee shall be constituted }

Mr. FOOTE. I propose to refer all questions connected
with this subject to a select committee of thirteen, to consist
of six members from the South and six from the North.the
twelve to appoint the thirteenth.

Mr. HUNTER. Who will elect the six Southern members >

Mr. FOOTE. The Senate, of course.
Mr. WALKER. In the remarks of the Senator from

Mississippi he has expressed the belief
Mr. FOOTE. Will the Senator from Wisconsin pardon

me for a moment} I propose that the committee shall con¬
sist of three Democrats from the North and three Whigs
from the North, and an equal number of Whigs and Demo¬
crats from the South.
Mr. WALKER. The Senator from Mississippi has ex¬

pressed his strong conviction and firm belief that if this com¬
mittee be raised in the manner he proposes, they will be able
to propose some plan for the accommodation of these difficul¬
ties with which he at least will be satisfied. Accompanying that
remark of the honorable Senator is the declaration which he has
made before the Senate,that he will not give up one hair's breadth
of the rights of the South. He construes the rights of the
South for himself, and of course gentlemen of the North
construe the rights of the North for themselves, and they are

standing in opposition to each other. It appears to me that
the declaration made by the honorable Senator from Missis¬
sippi sounds rather harshly when regarded as coming from
one who is proposing to be a compromiser. Sir, what does
the South claim to be her rights } The honorable colleague
of the Senator from Mississippi told us, upon one occasion,
what is the least that he will be content to accept.
Mr. FOOTE. Will ray friend bear with rae ? I did hope

that the merits of this question would not be discussed now.
I hope the Senator from Wisconsin will not embarrass the
question by debate at this time, which will increase excite¬
ment on this question. I desire that we may be allowed to
make the experiment that I have proposed.

Mr. WALKER. I am not disposed to do any thing that
is calculated to produce excitement; I think I have shown,
on the other hand, some desire to allay excitement. But I
was going on to say that the other honorable Senator from
Mississippi (Mr. Davis) gave his explanation the other day,
ar.d I understood it to be the Missouri compromise line, with
a guaranty on the part of Congress that slave property should
be protected south of that line. Well, sir, that amounts to
the establishment of the institution of slavery south of that
line. Now, if that Senator expressed the views of the South,
if that is the ultimatum, and if there is nothing short of that
with which they will be satisfied, mark my words, you may
raise a committee here, and you may swear them on the Holy
Evangelists to discharge their duty to their country, to them¬
selves, and to their God, and they will never bring in a pro¬
position which will be adopted.

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I understand the Senator
from Wisconsin (Mr. Walkeb) to say that he did not under¬
stand my position.

Mr. WALKER. I spoke of the Senator's position as I
understood it, but I believe he has explained it several times.

Mr. DAVIS. My position was, that under the constitu¬
tion of the United S:ates every species of property held by
citizens of United States had a right to go into the Territory
which is the common possession of the United States ; that
was my position. I then stated, in a spirit of compromise,
that if we could not agree upon the question which now ex¬

ists between the North and South.the North insisting that
slave property could not go into the new Territories, the South
insisting that it could go into all the Territories.if no settle¬
ment could be made between these conflicting opinions, I was
willing, in a spirit of compromise, to divide the territory,
waiving the question which is presented between the two
sections of the United Slates, and to say that the Missouri
compromise line be extended to the Pacific, specifically recog¬
nising that right which we contend to exist in all the Terri¬
tories south of the line 36° 3C, and leaving to the North the
territory north of that line with slavery prohibited. That was
a distinct proposition ; that was a distinct compromise.

Mr. BADGER, (in his seat.) Not to establish slavery
south of the line. .

Mr. DAVIS. No, not to establish slavery ; but, as we

could not settle this question during the present antagonism,
I was willing to divide the territory, not to establish slavery
in any part of it No, sir; slavery never was established in
any part of the United States by law. Property in slaves is
like property in every thing else : it comes from an authority
above law } it precedes all law. The law only recognises it.
The recognition of the rights of the South by Congress is not
to establish slavery. We of the South have been long willing
to stake this question upon the decision of the Supreme Court.
We have asked of the North the right to carry this question
te the Supreme Court. That right has been denied us. We
stand now, sir, as we have always stood, upon the constitu¬
tion ; and, if there be no disposition to compromise, we have
lived, as we will die, by the constitution. Am I understood'
And n this the position which the Senator from Wisconsin
thinks will defeat compromise > Is it the assertion of ihe su¬

premacy of the constitution over the will of a majority in Con¬
gress which he considers a declaration defeating all proposi¬
tions of settlement ? If so, then the bond of this Union is
already broken. It has no existence save what it derives
from the constitution If he supposes that the maj >ri ty of
this Congress shall construe that constitution, and the rights
of the minority be held subservient to such construction of
the majority, then, sir, you may say the Union is at an'end.

I stated an ultimatum ; I made no proposition. I stated
that I would make no proposition ; that I looked to the ma¬

jority to make a proposition ; that, if they had none to make,
it was because they had no spirit of compromise ; and, with¬
out the spirit, it is hopeless to think of it.

I will state, in addition, Mr. President, that I agree with
my colleague, (Mr. Footk.) I believe there is hope in a
eemmittee such as he proposes. I believe that thirteen Sena¬
tors sent into a room calmly to deliberate, and with a spe¬
cial responsibility upon them, removed from the excitement
of public debate, would more probably produce something
likely to meet with general acceptance than any thing that will
proceed from excitement and debate here ; and, believing
so, I am willing to hazard a committee, but certainly I do not
consider myself bound by the decision of that committee.
Surely, the 8enator from Wisconsin does not expect every
one who votes for the committee to bind himself hand and
foot.to acknowledge that he will be subject to the decision
of that committee, whatever it may be > I will only vote for the
committee in the hope that they may originate something that
will be acceptable to every party in the country, and to every
portion of the United States. This committee, being organ¬
ized as is proposed, can never agree upon any thing unani¬
mously which shall not be acceptable.at leaBtit is to he sup¬
posed not ; and he who holds the balance of power in that
committee, being selected by Ihe committee, may fairly be ex¬
pected to be a man acceptable to both wings of the commit¬
tee. I go further, air. I will state that I am willing logo far
North and far East to . -lect the man with whom I will repoee
that balance of power, and I will say this in that confidence
which I feel in the rights of the South under the constitution,
fairly construed, without indicating any individual, because
I believe that there is a man there that will stand by the con¬
stitution, and who is above sectional prejudices.

Mr. BUTLER. I will simply remark that the report oi
the committee will be katisfactory or it will not be aatisfsctory.
If the report should be perfectly satisfactory, I would hail it
u aooH u any man on this floor ; but if the report should come
here, and not prove satisfactory either to the North or to the
8outh, it would increase the difficulties and aggravate the ex¬
citement in different aecliona of the country ; for it would be
said, Here is a committee organised under auspices well
calculated to give weight and authority to it: it comes here
with a projet: it is adopted by the South and rejected by
the North, or it is adopted by the North and rejecUd by the
South. Sir, it would be d.fficult for any man to atand up
against a proposition in which he could not entirely concur;
for it would come here under the strong aanction of authoiity ;
and if it were unsatisfactory, my word for it, it would be a
source of more contention than any thing which could come
to us, provided it were brought in a way which might give it
an assurance of being satisfactory. Iam not opposed to
terms of adjustment, but I am oppoaed to precipitate actibn
which may put in jeopardy the constitutional rights of either
section of the Union. I think, sir, we are moving towards
this step by step, and that "caution" should "mark our
guarded way." And, sir, if we take one step in creating this
committee that should happen to be unsatisfactory to either
section of the Union, we would only be throwing impedimentsin the way of the realization of the final adjuatment of thW
matter. I have merely indicated that this is my feeling. I
am not very sanguine of the success of the scheme proposed.Permit me to say here, that I am somewhat surprised at
the tone of defiance assumed by the gentleman from Wiscon¬
sin. ' It comes with an iil grace from him to throw down the
gauntlet and say that the North will not be aatisfied with this
or that, when we are speaking of the very elements which are
to be submitted to this committee now, or herealter, to bring
forward a plan of adjustment. I do not say this with any
feeling of unkindness; but I do think the remarks looked too
much like exhibiting a spirit of defiance, when perhaps the
honorable Senator had no such feeling, and did not intend to
display any such feeling as that Sir, perhaps, I may some¬
times have indicated in my own manner what I would not
wish to be supposed ; because, let what will come, I am ready
to meet it with firmness. But I intend to impose guards
upon myself; and whatever may come, I hope to be ablo to
meet it in such a temper aa will provoke no personal irritation
or hostility in any way. I have laid that down as ray course.
Unlets I am assailed I ahall not swerve from it. I have
urged my objections to this committee from . fear that they
will increase instead of diminiah the hazard of the crisis.
These are my views. If they are voted down I shall of course
acquiesce.

Mr. WALKER. The honorable Senator from South
Carolina is entirely mistaken if he supposes I intended to
throw down the gauntlet. I simply intended to express, as I
think I did express, the opinion that, if what I have said is
the ultimatum of the South, and that they will not give one
hair's breadth, it is utterly impossible for a committee to bring
any proposition here which will be adopted. God forbid that
I should throw down the gauntlet, or t'..row out defiance to
any portion of this Union. I hope my lips will be sealed, and
my tongue cleave to the rool of my mouth, before I throw out
defiance to any portion of the Union. May God bless it all,
and may harmony and peace prevail throughout every section
of this broad land !

Mr. BADGER. I am entirely in favor of the proposition
submitted by the honorable Senator from Mississippi, (.Mr.
Foots,) and I am at a loss to conceive what are the injuries
which can be expected to arise from it. The appointment of
a committee for the purpose of considering subjects which are

likely to produce difficulty and disagreement is an ordinary,
parliamentary course, even upon occasions in themselves of
small importance. Why then should wc not resort to it in a
case of such extreme importance as that which now engages
the attention of the Senate and of the country > The refer¬
ence of this subject to the committee by no means ties the
hands of the Senate, in the mean time, from proceeding in any
course of discussion or deliberation which they may think
proper upon the general topic which divides itself into so

many subordinate questions; but there are great advantages,
it seems to me, in adopting the course which has been recom¬
mended, and is now pressed upon the Senate, to refer the
whole subject to this large committee, a committee represent¬
ing every portion of this country, ar.djcapable of meeting the
wishes and interests of each, and making Euch concessionsfrom each poition of the community as may be requisite to
meeting upon commjn and fair ground.
Now, sir, I agree entirely with the honorable Senator from

Mississippi, (Mr. Footk,) that in regard to the constitution of .

this committee, there can be no doubt. Like him I say, that it, I
upon such a great occasion as this, I could conccive it ponible that the Senate of the United States would construct thit
committee upon any other than the fairest, mo«t just, and
equitable grounds, I should at once despair oi a compromise.
I have no such fear. The committee will consist of thuse
gentlemen in whom we may all place confidence for their
wisdom, their integrity, their honorable consideration of the I
difficulties of their situation, and the high patriotism which
will, I doubt not, bind every member of the committee to put
forth every power with which God has endowed L'im, to save
the great country to which he owes his allegiance. Now,
sir, it appears to me

. , .Mr. CLEMENS. Will the Senator from North Carolina
allow me to interrupt him for a moment ? The question is I
not whether the committee would propose a plan that would
satisfy the Senate, but whether they would propose one that
would satisfy the people. It is for that reason that I made I
the suggestion which I did, and I think it is important.
Mr. BADGER. I did not misunderstand the observation,

and I understand also the importance of the suggestion made
by the Senator from Alabama ; but what I waa about to say,
Mr. President, was, that there is no necessity at &1I of putting
the mode in which these selections are to be made into the
resolution of reference. We shall arrange these matters
without any difficulty. Every portion of the country has ah
interest in this grtat'question, and every portion of the coun¬

try will have an opportunity of selecting its own representa¬
tive, who will be voted for by the Senate without difficulty,
as we have often done and are in the habit of doing on other
occasions ; so ihat, instead of its having the invidious appear¬
ance upon the record of being a sectional selection made by
authority from the little subdivisions of the Senate, it will
be the selection by the whole Senate, by the o minon con¬
sent of the Senate, of these gentlemen in every portion of the
Union who will be most acceptable to those whom they re¬

present. i
Mr. CLEMEN3. That is all I want.
Mr. BADGER. No doubt; and that is what will be ac¬

complished. It appears to me in this case there can be no

difficulty. Suppose, while the committee are considering this
subject, the Senate comes to a conclusion that is satisfactory ;
it supersedes the necessity of any report. 8uppose it does rot,
and we have a report of the committee in favor of a particular
plan which is agreeable to them. It comes here writh the au¬

thority of a committee, and brings with it the sanctions of pa¬
triotism. The concuirence of the committee in such a measure
must place those in an awkward predicament who will refuse
to surrender any portion of their preconceived notions or opin¬
ions to the judgment of such a body. It controls no one. If it
is wrong or vicious, the Senate will vote it down ; but when it
proceeds from such a body, it carries the presumption on itB face
that it must be taken to be correct till the contrary is shown.
With regard to myself, I cannot say a word to indicate my
wishes or opinions on this question. I have my own wishes
and opinions. I have, personally, strong notions as to the
manner in which this matter might be and ought to be set¬
tled, but I will not allude to them. I will not throw out
any thing to create excitement, but simply say, that, having
my own views and opinions, I still stand ready to modify
them, and to submit them to the general judgment of the
body, and at least adopt that plan which will gi»e general se¬

curity and peace to the country of which, I am proud to siy,
I am a citizen, and to the constituency of whom it is my high
honor to be the representative. .Mr. DAYTON. It teems to me, Mr. President, tnattnere
is a mere difference of time rather than a difference of mean¬

ing or intention between members who have expressed them¬
selves upon this subject. This committee may be productive
of great good. It may be instrumental in bringing about an

adjustment desirable to all parties, both in this chamber and
throughout the country at large. But the question is not
what that committee may be instrumental in doing, but it is

rather, "Is this a proper time to organize that committee
is this the proper time to take the question upon the resolution
offered to the Senate Because, as I have before suggested,
with rcspect, the whole exciting part of these questions are to
be voted upon under the amendment which the Senator from
New Hampshire offered to this resolution. The proposition
is that a committee, consisting of thirteen 8enatois, shall be
organized, with instructions to endeavor to mature some
scheme of compromise, some mode of adjusting all pending
questions growing out of the institution cf slavery; to which
an amendment has been offered securing to the inhabitants oi
the recently acquired territories all the privileges and libcrtiea
which were secured to the inhabitants ofthe Northwestern ter¬

ritory by the ordinanceol July 17, 1787. I readonly tlva lat¬
ter part of the proposition of the Senator from Mississippi.
Now, it is perfectly evident that we are called upon to

vote upon the great questions involvtd in this matter m this
summary and ff-hand manner. Are we prepared to do this.
Will not this be the effect, to commit those six gentlemen
from the North who may deem it desirable at some future
time to modify their views 1 Those very gentlemen whom it
may be desirable to place upon tbis committee will \ote pro
or on upon this very question.upon the most exciting part
of it. The effect will unquestionably be to commit.and to
commit irretrievably and in a summary and direct mode.those
gent It men upon this great question. I submit, with great
respect, that such a course is unwise ; that the result is I'k^T
to produce harm rather than good. Why not tarry » "tte
Let us wait a little ; let us have the light of the minds r.t
other gentlemen who are disposed to give us their opinions
upon this question.for I understand that there are several
gentlemen on the other side of the chamber who are desirous
of rpeakirg. Let us bear what they have to say to us. 1 his
matter may surely be discussed as temperately before the ap¬
pointment of a committee as after. Why appoint this com¬
mittee now, before gentlemen hive expressed their viewe

Why not rather end the discussion, sum up the whole matter
to the jury, and then send them out to consider their verdict '

Mr. FOOTE. Will my friend allow me simply to My, asI have said before, that the agitation which prevail* is lenTJmgrapidly to a dissolution of the Union, and this agitation wiltcontinue for months if some plan be not adopted to check iuMr. DAYTON. Well, in that matter there is only a dif¬ference of opinion between the honorable 3enator from Mis¬sissippi aud myself. I do not apprehend the evil which hedoes from this talk about dissolving the Union. It is not sofrail a thing. I have greater confidence than that in the liga¬ment which binds us together. It will never be talked away.Mr. CLEMENS. I think the Senator is mistaken. I fearthe ligaments which bind us together are loosening every day,and for that reason, more than any other, I am ready to votetor this resolution. If we talk for three weeks longer it is notin the power of man to save the Union.
Mr. DAYTON. That is merely a difference of opinion.Certain of our friends on this side of the chamber are desirousof expressing their views and sentiments on this subject. Thatis all. But if I understand this proposition, it is not to stopdebate. Not at all. Why, there are many of the frienda ofthe honorable Senators from Mississippi and Alabama on thatside of the chamber who are desirous of presenting their viewscalmly, deliberately, and quietly ; and they are desirous, I

suppose, of presenting those views before this plan is reported.To take judgment and then debate the subject, seems to meobjectionable.
Mr. FOOTE. In my opinion the most pressing danger isthat some of our friends are now urging most earnestly theadoption of a specific measure which is extremely offensive tothe South. So long as that measure is pressed, as it is beingpressed elsewhere than here, and even here to some extent,the public mind will be kept excited ; it will grow more and

more excited the more and more thia proposition is pressed.If a general plan were reported by the committee, this questionwould be relieved from its present distinct character, and in¬
termingled with the various other propositions of compromiseand adjustment; and the public mind, as well as this hall,would thus be freed from one fruitful cause of excitement.

Mr. DAYTON. I have no doubt that the Senator fromMississippi exercises his calm, deliberate, and patriotic judg¬ment in reference to this matter ; but, as I said before, there
is a difference of opinion on this question i and, I ask again,if we are called on to vote as to the application of the ordi¬
nance of 1787 now, what there is left for us to say on the
question of compromise or adjustment ? I do not desire to
consume further time in the discussion of this aubject. An
important amendment to this resolution has been offered bythe Senator from New Hampshire.Mr. BERRIEN. I desire merely to say, Mr. President,that I do not find the difficulty referred to by the Senator
from New Jersey, (Mr. Daytoh.) Here is a motion to
raise a committee lor the purpose expressed in that motion to
which an amendment has been offered by the Senator from
New Hampshire, (Mr. Hale.) The adoption of that amend¬
ment would be the destruction of the original resolution.
You propose to raise a committee who are to mature a plan of
compromise upon all the questions in relation to slavery. The
Senator from New Hampshire (Mr. Hail*) proposes to amend
that motion by instructing the committee to adopt the extreme
of the ultraists on one side of this question. You raise them
with general and undefined power to mature a scheme or
plan of compromise, and then, by the adoption of the amend¬
ment you take away from them all discretion whatever, and
require them to adopt the ultra Extreme proposition of one of
the parties between whom that compromise is to be made.
The question, therefore, whether gentlemen would be dis¬
posed in an act of legislation to vote for or against the Wit-
mot proviso, is a question which cannot arise in this resolution.
Gentlemen who believe that the Wilmot proviso ought to be
attached to Territorial bills, may well refuse to vole for the
amendment of the honorable Senator from New Hampshire,(Mr. Hale,) because it takes away the discretion which.it is
the object of the original resolution to give to this committee.
It takes away from them all posibility of fulfilling the purposefor which the committee is raised. Therefore, no gentleman
who votes for that amendment is committed upon that ques¬
tion ; he is not committed when it comes up as a substantive
act of legislation. I cannot conceive this difficulty can pos¬
sibly arise; but I have a difficulty upon the propriety of adopt¬
ing tbia resolution at this time ; and I appeal to the Senator
from Mississippi to allow at least the interval between this
and to morrow to elapse for the purpose of giving us an op-

Kiui.ity of considering this matter. There are considera¬
te which recommend such a course very strongly.
Mr. FOOTE. I will not press the motion at this time, if

it be the desire of the Senate that it shall be deferred.
Mr. BERRIEN. I will move, then, if it do not interfere

with the views of the honorable Senator, that the Senate do
now adjourn.' The Senate then adjourned.

Tuesday, February 26,1850.
Mr HALE. I want to ai<k the indulgence of the Senate

for a single moment to make an explanation personal to my¬
self, a thing which I never did before, and which I hope I
nevtr shall agiin. 1 hold in my band the National Intelli¬
gencer, in which I Bee allusion was made to my absence yes¬
terday in debate, and an intimation made that it was in¬
tentional. Though I see that the honorable 8tnator from
Mississippi, (Mr. Foote,) with his accus'omed magnanimity,
appended a note to the report in the Intelligencer and Union
that he did not intend to insinuate that I wished to avoid re¬
sponsibility. I deem it due to my constituents to ttaie the
cause of my absence. The reason is thia : There is a dis¬
tinguished son of New Hampshire who lies dead at this mo¬
ment in this city. At an informal meeting of the delegates
from that State, they devolved upon me the duty of making
arrangements for the public funeral this afternoon. That is
the reason I was not present.

Mr. DAVIS. On the part of my colleague, who is absent
from the Senate by reason of serious indifposition, I am au¬
thorized to say that he intended no such charge upon the Sen¬
ator from New Hampshire. He did not intend to insinuate
that be avoided the moral responsibility of meeting this or

any other question. He has generally found him ready to
take whatever moral responsibility belongs to his peculiar
opinions. I will add, that it is not in the nature of my col¬
league to have made any such insinuations in reference to a
Senator during his absence, and he certainly did not intend
any such towards the 8enator from New Hampshire.

Mr. HALE. I remarked that I saw that the Senator from
Mississippi had, with his accustomed magnanimity, disclaimed
any t-uch intention.

Mr. DAVIS. I deemed it necessary to make this state¬
ment to avoid the 'possibility of misconstruction. I wish
now to call the attention of the Senate to that to which the
Senator from New Hampshire incidentally alluded.the de¬
cease of the distinguished son of New Hampshire, to whom I
suppose he alluded; one of the. many who were given by
her during the war of 1818 to battle on the field and on the
wave ; of whom it had been said by one of his comrades in
arms, that he was the firmest and coolest man he ever saw
under fire. I allude, as I suppose the 8enator from New
Hampshire did, to Gen. McNeill.

Mr. HALE. Yes, sir.
^.Mr. DAVIS. He was distinguished at Chippewa and

Bridgewater t in the latter battle wounded, for life made
lame; for, though be survived, and for a long period continued
in the army to render valuable services to his country, it
seems that the wound he then received had sown the seeds of
disease in his constitution, which has now led to his decease
in tbis city.

I hope the Senator from New Hampshire will make a mo¬
tion that the Senate adjourn, and that the respect of thia
body may be evinced by attending his funeral. He is worthy
of all the respect which can be shown to a gallant and de¬
ceased soldier. Towards him personally I feel the strong
ties of early connexion. He commanded the regiment ia
which I was first promoted when I entered the army. He
left the service with the respect of alt who knew him, and his
memory is now cherished with that respect which belongs to
high gallantry, devoted patriotism, and stem integrity of cha¬
racter wherever be was known. To one who did so much
to elevate the standard of the American soldier.who bled in
youth and faithfully served his country until many winters
had gathered their frosts upon his brow.-to one whose ardent
zeal for his country age could not cool, nor time cover with
his rust, it is proper, it is just our marked renpoct should be
offered on this the last occasion when it can ever be connected
with the person of the deceased hero to whose memory I
leave others to pay the tribute which is due.

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I wish to state in reference
to this matter, that, immediately,upon tbe decease of General
McNeill, there was a consultation of the delegates from New
Hampshire, and they resolved to attend his funeral as a tri¬
bute of respect to bis memory this afternoon. They devolved
upon me the duty of consulting with the military authorities
of the city and the array, and I have the pleasure to state
that General Jones called upon me last evening and stated
that the military authorities, both of the city and the army,
entered with great heart into the movement, and are ready
to do every thing that is necessary to pay appropriate honor
to the memory of to distinguished an officer of the last war aa

General McNeill.
I have a letter, too, which was written to me by General

Jesup, in which, speaking of the gallantry of Gen. McNeill,
he says that his coolness upon the field of battle waa never

surpassed by any living man » that, in the face of an English
battery of nine guns, he formed his regiment with as much
coolness as an experienced chess player would**
men upon the chess board. Knowing that the Senate had
agreed informally to enter into Executive session to day, I
did not feel at liberty to make the motion on my own autho¬
rity, hut, at the suggestion of the honorable 8ena!or from
Mississippi; I will move that the ®">a'e t0'1a?
at two o'clock to attend the funeral of Gen- McNeill; and
will also state to the Senate that the companies of the army
under General Jones, and the military authorities of the city
under another Gen. Jones, have m»de arrangements to pay
mili'ary honora to the deceased.

....The question was then taken, and the motion was agreed to.
On motion of Mr. MANGUM, the Senate pr oceeded to the

consideration of Executive busirem, ar.d at 2 o'clock, in ac¬
cordance with the resolution of the Senate, the body attended
the funeral of Gen. McNeill.


